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Gordes à Vélo

Centre du village

Here are 2 ideas for hiking trails. 
Detailed information sheets available at the Tourist Office.

1   Gordes / Sénanque Abbey 
8 km round trip / easy level 
Departure from “gendarmerie” carpark.

2   Gordes / Village of the Bories 
6 km round trip / easy level
Departure from “place Genty Pantaly”
(Fountain in front of the castle).

  For more hiking or biking ideas, ask at your Tourist Office...

IDEAS FOR WALKS?
from Gordes

1 SÉNANQUE ABBEY 2 VILLAGE OF THE BORIES 3 STAINED GLASS MUSEUM 4 THE LAVENDER MUSEUM
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1 SÉNANQUE ABBEY
(4km from Gordes: in the direction of Venasque)

This 12th century Cistercian Abbey in the heart of the 
Sénancole Valley is still a working monastery and a place of 
worship, where mass is regularly celebrated.

lwww.senanque.fr / +33 (0)4 90 72 18 24
Admission charge

2 VILLAGE OF THE BORIES
 (4km from Gordes: towards Cavaillon)

Village of drystone shepherds’ huts which served as houses until 
the 19th century. The site, rehabilitated in 1968, offers an insight 
into the lives of the shepherds who moved to the middle of the 
scrubland with their flocks during grazing periods.

lwww.levillagedesbories.com / + 33 (0)4 90 72 03 48
Admission charge  

3 STAINED GLASS MUSEUM
(5km from Gordes: towards Cavaillon, on the St Pantaléon Road)

A visit to a former oil mill listed as a historic monument, and 
a place that highlights 7,000 years of glassware history, from 
glass pearls to window panes, and from stained glass windows 
to fibreglass.

+33 (0)4 90 72 22 11- Admission charge 

4
 THE LAVENDER MUSEUM

 (Village of Coustellet - 9km from Gordes)

Discover the glories of fine lavender (from cultivation to
harvest, and from distillation to essential oil). Take a close-up
look at the many copper stills. Audioguide tours (10 foreign
languages). ‘Château du Bois’ shop, with cosmetic products
made with the estate’s own lavender.

lwww.museedelalavande.com / + 33 (0)4 90 76 91 23
Admission charge
Thematic visits and workshops - See on the website

See the opening hours of 
the Gordes office online.

      YOUR 
TOURIST OFFICE
Le Château - 84220 Gordes 
+33 (0)4 90 72 02 75
lwww.destinationluberon.com
gordes@destinationluberon.com

INFORMATION AT 
THE TOURIST OFFICE: 

+33 (0)4 90 72 02 75

Have some fun visiting 
Gordes with this BOOKLET 
WITH GAMES!

Discover the village in family, 
take some time to observe, guess 
and solve some tricky enigmas! 
Booklets in French only

   THE VILLAGE OF GORDES: A SOURCE OF 
INSPIRATION FOR SO MANY ARTISTS...
Thanks to its ingenious use of natural elements (troglodyte 
caves, decorative pebbles, waterways to drive the tanneries 
and spinning mills) the village flourished in the 18th and 
19th centuries. But an earthquake in 1909 diverted the 
river from the bottom of the village and the local industries 
were no longer able to operate. After  World War II and the 
increasing rural exodus, the village fell into disuse.
In the 50s and 60s, some greatest artists from Paris and all 
over Europe began to flock to the village to spend a few 
months each year, attracted by the light of the provencal 
region. One of the first to settle there was André Lhote, 
who invited many artistic friends to discover the charms 
of his village…including such luminaries as Marc Chagall, 
Jean Deyrolle and Willy Ronis. When he created his 
educational museum in the Castle in 1970, Victor Vasarely 
helped Optical Art gain worldwide recognition. From 1997 
to 2011, the castle housed the Pol Mara museum, and still 
plays host to major exhibitions each summer.
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These walks, which are not difficult, should be avoided when 
the weather is at its hottest. From 15th June to 15th September, 
access to the Vaucluse forests is regulated by prefectural decree. 
If you want to stroll in the forest, contact your Tourist Office in 
advance or call +33 (0)4 28 31 77 11 (In French only).

2025

ONE OF FRANCE’S MOST BEAUTIFUL 
VILLAGES, PERCHED MAJESTICALLY 
ON A ROCK...

La belle histoire 
de la lavande fine

MUSÉE DE LA  LAVANDE
276 ROUTE DE GORDES
84220 COUSTELLET
contact@museedelalavande.com
T : 04 90 76 91 23
À 20 KM D’AVIGNON
(DIRECTION APT)

OUVERT 7J/7 
DU 1ᵉʳ AVRIL AU 23 DÉCEMBRE
RÉSERVATIONS - BOOKING
MUSEEDELALAVANDE.COM

Exposition
Visites
Animations
Ateliers
Événements
Équipe passionnée
Distillation estivale
Boutique locale
Lavande fine A.O.P 
Cosmétiques bio
Parfums naturels
Boutique en ligne

Exhibition
Guided tours
Activities
Workshops
Events
Passionate team
Summertime distillation
Local store
Fine Lavender oil A.O.P 
Organic cosmetics
Natural fragrances
Online shop 

lechateaudubois.fr

lwww.destinationluberon.com

 Gourmet hikes, 
cultural discoveries, 
heritage exploration, 
and fun visits: a rich 
program for everyone!
TO DISCOVER NOW!

DISCOVER THE 
DESTINATION ALL

YEAR ROUND!

INFORMATION AVAILABLE AT THE TOURIST OFFICE 
+33(0)4 90 71 32 01  l  +33(0)4 90 72 02 75  l  +33(0)4 90 68 10 77

ONLINE SHOP AT  www.destinationluberon.com



Cavaillon(17 Km)
Avignon(40 Km)

1
  THE CASTLE  

Listed as a historic monument in 1931, its construction took 
place in stages between the 11th and 16th centuries. It 
belonged to the Agoult Simiane family, who ruled over Gordes 
for nearly 700 years, and turned the medieval building into 
an imposing Renaissance castle (1525). The original building 
(11th century) was modified and enlarged from the 12th to 
the 16th century. Its architecture combines medieval defensive 
art and Renaissance styles. Between 1971 and 1996, it housed 

the Museum of Victor Vasarely, then the works of Pol Mara 
from 1997 to 2011. Temporary exhibitions in season. 

Accessible during guided tours and exhibitions.

2  FOUNTAIN ON PLACE GENTY PANTALY 
The  only  village  water  source  until  1956.  It was reserved  
for drinking purposes. Washing clothes was restricted 
to the lower village in the Fontaine Basse district. Place 
Genty-Pantaly, once virtually walled off to the west, was 
the heart of the mediaeval village. It was named after a 
local cook from the early 20th century.

3  THE CHURCH OF SAINT-FIRMIN  
The bell-tower, built on the site of an old Romanesque 
church, served as a watchtower over the plain. Inside, in 
the chapel on the left as you enter, a picture depicts St 
Crespin and St Crespinien, the patron saint of cobblers, 
whose sizeable guild numbered up to a hundred 
members working in shoemaking in the 19th century. In 
the choir, there is a visible crack, due to the earthquake of 
June 1909. 

4
 THE CHAPLAINCY OF SAINT-JACQUES 

Once a resting place for pilgrims on their way to Santiago 
de Compostela. However most of them passed through 
the Calavon valley along the Domitian Way linking Italy to 
Spain. Closed to the public.

THE VILLAGE OF GORDES HAS LOOKED OUT 
FROM ITS TOWERING ROCK OVER THE HILLS AND 
VALLEYS OF THE LUBERON SINCE NEOLITHIC 
TIMES. OCCUPIED FIRST BY THE CELTO-LIGURIAN 
TRIBE OF THE VORDENSES, THEN BY THE ROMANS, 
THIS ANCIENT SETTLEMENT OCCUPIES A HIGHLY 
STRATEGIC LOCATION. THE VILLAGE ITSELF 
BEGAN TO DEVELOP AROUND ITS FORTRESS 
WAY BACK IN THE 11TH CENTURY. IT TAKES TIME 
TO GRASP THE FULL MAGIC OF GORDES AND 
THE RICHNESS OF ITS HISTORY. AS YOU STROLL 
THROUGH THE STREETS, STOP FOR A MOMENT 
TO IMAGINE THE HUSTLE AND BUSTLE OF 
THE THRIVING VILLAGE, FROM THE FORTRESS 
DOWN TO THE LOWER FOUNTAIN. AND SLOWLY 
SUCCUMB TO ITS CHARMS, JUST LIKE SO MANY 
PAINTERS AND OTHER ARTISTS SINCE THE 1950S, 
WHO HAVE SINCE HELPED SPREAD THE FAME OF
GORDES RIGHT AROUND THE WORLD.

5
 THE PORTE DE SAVOIE 

This door adjoining the chaplaincy was one of the main 
entrances to the village in the Middle Ages. Its porch is 
decorated with a bas-relief representing the Savoy coatof- 
arms, commemorating the support lent by the Agoult Simiane 
family to Béatrice de Savoie, Countess of Forcalquier, during 
the mid-13th century conflict between her and her son-in-law, 
Charles d’Anjou.

6  THE WASH HOUSE 
This area was the economic heart of the village until the 19th 
century thanks to the streams which flowed at the time, with 
its tanneries, silk mills, artisans, merchants and cafés. To your 
left in the rock, note the traces of an old wine vat in which 
the grapes were trampled to make wine, and the cubic and 
rectilinear niches where racks were kept for the silkworms bred 
in the 19th century.

7
 THE CELLARS  

OF THE PALAIS SAINT-FIRMIN
Life underground was a significant factor in Gordes. Every 
multi-storey house in the village had troglodytic cellars on 
several levels underneath its foundations, where craftsmen 
and farmers did their work. The work now being undertaken 
under the cellars of St Firmin gives us a glimpse into this 
extraordinary aspect of local life, which lasted for centuries.
lwww.caves-saint-firmin.com
Admission charge

MARKET:
tuesday mornings

FARMERS’ MARKET:
find the farmers’ market 

schedule online

5 LA PORTE DE SAVOIE LE ROCHER BEL AIR4 THE CHAPLAINCY OF SAINT-JACQUES 6 LE LAVOIR 7 LES CAVES DU PALAIS SAINT-FIRMIN

1 THE CASTLE 2 FOUNTAIN ON PLACE GENTY PANTALY 3 THE CHURCH OF SAINT-FIRMIN
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LES BORIES & SPA
Hôtel 5* - Restaurant gastronomique et Bistrot

Route de l’Abbaye de Sénanque
84 220 GORDES

+33.4.90.72.00.51
www.hotellesbories.com

Located in the heart of the 
village of Gordes, Rue du 
Four is a true haven for art 
and craftsmanship. Lined 
with artisan workshops 
and art galleries, it invites 
visitors to discover unique 
creations that blend 
tradition and modernity.

Découvrez l’histoire souterraine de GORDES 

en visitant les 

CAVES DU PALAIS SAINT-FIRMIN !

Explorez la vie sous la ville

et son réseau de caves semi troglodytes.

Rue du Belvédère - 84220 Gordes

(sur la gauche, juste avant le point de vue)

Tarif plein > 6€ / Tarif réduit > 5€

Tous les jours de 10h30 à 13h et de 14h30 à 18h

www.caves-saint-firmin.com


